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more important to provide further accommodations on the
land. He bought us 4 hams and gave me the task {o go
to our land with these men, because he believed I could
find the way better f:han, alas, I did find it. This was for
me a hard task; my sick wife implored me with tears not to
leave her again, for even though the others promised to
care for her their first thoughts would be for themselves.
I really needed a couple of days’ rest myself for I was
greatly exhausted from my trip, and the third very im-
portant point was, that I was expected to show 17 men the
way, and was hardly sure that I could find it again, for
America is no Glarus land. For there, there is only one,
but a good road, and villages every 1 league, or houses where
one can speak to people; but here, there are very many
and bad roads which often cross each other, running over
prairies taking § day to cross, or through equally long
stretches of timber in which there are many by-roads and
other roads leading sometimes to settlements,— such roads
are often better than the chief roads; then again 10 to 20
miles with no house, and when finally one reaches a house
we cannot understand each other; often we meet people who
give little or nothing for good money. All these things one
at home cannot imagine. Ideclared I would go if my wife
consented, then they all urged her to consent, and she
finally said yes. Then a start was made, everyone was im-
patient to be gone, we waited only until the Judge had re-
turned from the doctor’s to get the medicines. Too much
haste in Baltimore no doubt caused the great delay at St.
Louis. Well, we marched off about 4 o’clock and traveled
until late in the night and found we had already gone
astray but not seriously. We lay down in a shed, in straw
and dirt.

On the morning of the 12th, again went forward until we
came to a village which I recognized. We would have liked
to leap for joy, but our weary legs did not carry out our
desire. Baltz Duerst especially had been ill the day before
and today was worse, and had he not at home been hard-
ened by excessive labor, he would have succumbed. We



